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CHURCH SERVICES FOR APRIL

4™ Easter Sunday
8.00am Hardwick — Lord’s Supper
10.00am Mears Ashby — Morning Worship
Benefice Service

9.30am Mears Ashby — Lord’s Supper
11.00am Sywell — Lord’s Supper

8.00am Mears Ashby — BCP Lord’s Supper
9.30am Hardwick — All Age Worship
11.00am Overstone — Morning Worship

25"
10.00am Overstone — All Age Worship
3.00pm Hardwick — BCP Evensong

MAY
2nd
8.00am Hardwick - Lord’s Supper
10.00am Sywell - Morning Worship
6.00pm Mears Ashby — BCP Evensong

The deadline for submitting items for this magazine IS
15™ of the month _and all copy should be e-mailed to

kmagedit-ben@yah00.co.uk




CHRISTIANITY

E-LPLORED

The Nxt Course

will be starting on
14th April 2010
at 7.30pm

people that have done the course
have found it life changing.
Come and find out more,
The course will be held at St Nicholas Church
Overstone and will run for 7 weeks.
(please contact the Revd Duncan Beet
for more information on 01604 812907)
Viisit the Web site at www.mearsashbygronp.org.ak and
click the Christianity explored tab and watch
the video trailer.

You don't meed 1o know anything about the Bible
You won't be asked to read aloud, pray or sing.

Tou gan ask any questions you want,




A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

It is with regret that | have to report that, as you will see
from the Sywell and Overstone News, this magazine will
no longer be distributed in those villages.

This decision was taken by the PCC at Sywell and
Overstone at the beginning of March and the Benefice
Committee was told at their meeting on 17" March.

It is hoped that the magazine in some form will continue
for Mears Ashby and Hardwick but until a proper working
party can be set up to consider production and the
financial implications no decision can be made.



VICAR'S LETTERS...
SO WHAT?

| recently had a conversation with someone who said, “So
what? One man rose from the dead 2000 years ago.”

The implication from that comment was that he accepted
that Jesus had risen from the dead but did not think that
mattered to him living in Sywell in 2010.

Jesus did rise from the dead and that is at the centre of
Easter. God came back to life. This must have some
implication for humanity. Perhaps the best way to
understand this is to look at the life of Saul. We know him
as Paul, a devoutly religious man who travelled along the
road to Damascus with some friends a few years after
Jesus’ death. During that journey he saw a blinding flash
of light which did not entail a £60 ticket for speeding!

Many years later, Paul stood before a King telling the story
of his conversion. He told of a man who was a Zealot who
used violence to impose his religious views on other
people, in particular Jesus’ followers. But, on that road to
Damascus Paul had met with the very person he had
opposed; the person he wanted to destroy; the person he
presumed was dead. The conversation he had with Jesus
forced him to change his mind. Three days after that
conversation Paul became a Christian and in fact became
one of the most influential Christian’s in all of Earth’s
history.

Easter is of fundamental importance to all human beings.
You see quite simply if at whatever level you accept that
Jesus did rise from the dead then implicitly you accept that
His claims that He made were correct; that He was indeed
God in human flesh. The implication is that if He was alive



to meet with Paul then He is alive today. Christians do not
follow a dead leader. They worship a risen Jesus. He
might be out of sight but He is still very much alive.

Just take a few moments to ponder. How does it make
you feel that Jesus is alive and watching over you and me
today as you sit reading this article? If Jesus is alive He
also stated in the Gospels that He would return one day
and become visible and very present in human history.
Many people say that this is foolish. However, it just
seems to be the case that all of the things that Jesus
predicted about Himself came true. Why then should this
not be the case?

If Jesus is to return is this something we need to worry
about? Not if we take the simple step that Paul took. Not
if we say, “Yes, Lord. | believe that you are the God of all
creation. That Jesus came to save me from my sins and |
will now put my trust in Him. | will seek to live as He has
called me.”

Daniel Clark, in his book, “Dead or Alive?” relates the
following story. When he was a teenager he remembered
his parents sitting down with him and telling him that his
father was leaving his job. For a few minutes that was
fine, he says, but as the discussion went on it became
clear that they might have to move to enable his Father to
go to a new job. All of a sudden the knock-on effects of
his Dad leaving his job became apparent. He was going
to have to move away from his friends, from the band he
was playing in. He was truly devastated. | think that when
Paul met Jesus he was equally devastated as he sat in
the room waiting for somebody to come and give him sight
again and he began to realise that there were knock-on
effects if he was now to be a true friend of Jesus. You see
Paul came to the realisation that God had created Paul for
one and only one purpose — that is to know Jesus and to



know God and live in a relationship with Him. That
changed the way Paul lived. He sought to do things that
pleased God. He sought to live in a way that allowed him
to have a proper and full relationship with God and from
that flowed deep peace. Whatever the world threw at
Paul, Paul was able to cope. Not because Paul was able
to cope but because God walked with him. What Paul
learned was something extremely special. Paul puts it this
way, “Christ has shown me that what | once thought was
valuable is worthless. | could not make myself acceptable
to God by obeying the law.” He learned that he did not
have to try to please God and that he could not save
himself by any good deeds but he learned that a loving
God died on the Cross for him, opened His arms and said,
“Come here, Paul. | want you to be my very best friend. |
know all about you and I still love you.”

Easter is the time when we should have the deepest of all
assurances — an assurance that we do not have to strain
and stress in our lives in an attempt to make ourselves
ready and acceptable for Heaven. Easter is the time
when we can just come before the God of all creation and
say “Thank you”. Thank you that you love me for who |
am. Thank you because you love me despite who | am.

This Easter, find time to just sit and consider the true
implications of what we have been celebrating and then
investigate the impact of that — but don’t do it on your own.
Come and share with us as we all seek to work out the
implications of accepting the Risen Christ into our lives
today.

Becky, Joshua, Grace and | wish you a Blessed and
Happy Easter and pray that God will draw close to you in
the name of Jesus. Amen.



| REALLY DON'T THINK HE SHOULD HAVE DONE
THAT!

As we head into a new year and are discussing a number
of changes in the life and service patterns of the Church |
would like to propose that we consider one of the verses
which is the most controversial in the Bible and yet is one
of the most widely accepted.

In Luke 6, verse 37(a) it says that we are not to judge and
if we do not judge then we will not be judged. Generally,
judging others is disliked. | recently read an article by
Stephen S. Liggins who reminded us of an incident where
Angelina Jolie had been discussed on the Internet. There
had been a number of comments made about her that
were extremely negative but other people had asked,
“Who are we to judge?” or, “l try not to judge because | am
not perfect, no-one is.” As we look forward to a number of
changes in the life of our Church we need to refrain from
making any negative judgement about the actions or
intentions of anybody who leads or is a member of our
Church.

We need to consider it, not in the way the world considers
judgement, but in the way in which the Bible considers
judgement. So, first of all, what did Jesus mean when he
told us not to judge others? If you read Luke 6, vv 37-38
you will see that is a sub-section of some teaching where
Jesus has been talking about loving your enemies and
showing mercy. Therefore it appears that not judging is
an extension of loving. If we take a closer look we will see
that the Greek word used to describe Jesus’ comments
means “assess” and therefore we are to be very careful
what assessment we make of others. Most commonly the
assessment is to condemn and that presupposes a
negative assessment. The simple truth is that judging



others means a negative interpersonal assessment and
Jesus clearly disapproves of that. Specifically he
disapproves of it when it is inconsistent with an attitude of
love and the person making such an assessment,
because of their own sin or inappropriate behaviour,

Is not aware of their own inability to assess accurately
anything that is going on in someone else’s life and they
have made no attempt to deal with such inability.

In the life of our Church examples of such an assessment
could be as follows:

that Tracy has failed to establish good and active
Children’s Work and that you or | do not seek to
support that work.

Or, we criticise somebody’s giving when we
ourselves do not give and do not take into account
the other person’s own situation.

Or, we criticise the suggestions made for service
patterns or types of music in service when we do not
deign to travel or engage with any other part of the
Benefice but the Church in our Parish.

In all these examples, we make judgements about other
people’s actions that are inappropriate and distress Christ.
Perhaps one of the most beautiful examples of Jesus
putting into practice that which he preaches occurs in
Luke 7, vv 36-50. Here Jesus is invited to dine with Simon
the Pharisee and a woman who has lived, according to
Jewish law, a sinful life, cries on Jesus’ feet and wipes
them with her hair, kisses them and pours perfume on
them. Jesus privately has been found by Simon to be a
prophet and if that is the case then he should know that
the woman who is touching him is a sinner. In response to
Simon’s angst, Jesus tells the parable of the two debtors.
There is a lesson to learn here. Simon has made a very
positive assessment of himself as being righteous and an



inappropriately negative assessment of the woman, who
he considers a sinner. He also makes a negative
assessment of Jesus because he refuses to shun the
woman. The simple difference is that Jesus also makes a
negative assessment of the woman but then interacts with
her and engages with her because he is concerned for her
salvation. If we make judgements about the people in our
villages and the other people in our Churches we will
hinder the work of salvation. We are to acknowledge
reality as Jesus does but then to seek to interact with
those people even if we have formed a damning
judgement of their motives or of who they are because it is
in love and interaction that Christ wins converts. For us,
the call is to actively seek out in love those people with
whom we disagree, those of whom we have formed a
negative assessment because of their style of worship or
lack of Christian faith and then to maintain strong
relationships with them so that we may love them into the
Kingdom.

We live in a world that judges. We are called not to judge

but not on the basis of the world’s standards but on the
basis of God’s standards.
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REFLECTION ON A RETREAT

In the early part of March | had the opportunity to go away
and spend time on Retreat (or at a conference might be a
more accurate description) reflecting on Discipleship. This
was at Swanwick and was designed to enable all the
Ministers who attended to focus on whether their
Churches were effectively discipling each and every
member within them.

| found it very helpful because it challenged me to think
about whether we as a Church are making opportunities
for people to grow in faith; but more than that to grow in
the practice of that faith in their lives. To help them see
that worship Sunday by Sunday is something that is
required of Christians. In Acts 2: 42 it is made quite clear
that the people gathered together regularly to worship and
to break bread. Discipleship is also about the sharing of
our common goods, making sure that nobody in our
community goes short; making sure that we mentor and
look out for each other; support each other in reading the
Bible and praying regularly. It became clear to me during
this Conference that any Church that does not seek to live
out the call of Christ daily will in due course fail because it
will be centring its existing on things other than serving
Christ.

As we enter the latter part of Lent perhaps we could
reconsider just one or two small areas of our lives and
whether we are truly Disciples of the Risen Christ.
Perhaps we could in the new Church year, from April, take
on one of these areas in an attempt to improve it. To stop
swearing, shouting, losing our temper, drinking too much,
not giving God of the first fruits in terms of our time, effort
and money. Making an extra special effort to worship
regularly with God’s people no matter what we think of the
building or service but sharing together. Joining a Home
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Group, doing something that places God at the forefront.
On television recently, | watched the England football
team train and was struck that if they only came to training
once every now and then and did not live in a certain way,
made sure they ate properly and exercised to keep them
fit, they would be a liability on the field, not an asset. That
Is the danger with each Christian. Not that they are failing
me or their fellow Church members, but as we all live
under the constant sight of a loving Heavenly Father who
is alive in Christ and raised to new life, we should be
attempting to be the fittest, best, most able and prepared
Christians so as to serve Him as He calls us.
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1
\, s ‘K
tm Benefice Prayer Page
N April 2010
“Behold, | will create a new heavens and a new earth . The
former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to

mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what | wil |
create.”lsaiah 65:17,18

Heaven and earth you made,

Almighty Father, your only-begotten Son you gave
Priest and King, Lamb of God

Passion and death on a cross

You, Lord Jesus, made us children of God.

Encourage us to believe

All our love and praise receive

So joyful and glorious

The Lord is risen, miraculous

Endless is your love, O Lord

Rejoicing, we thank you, our God. Amen.

Lord our God, we thank and praise you for the greatness of your
love, shown to us in Jesus Christ, who was willing to die for us, to
bring us into your family, and to bless us with the life that lasts
forever.

We thank you for the new life we celebrate at

m Easter; help us to keep growing in the life that
never comes to an end.
We pray for our families, our friends, and all those
v we care about: fill them with hope and happiness.
We pray for people who are unhappy today: those
W = who are hungry, or homeless, those who fear
violence or harm; may they find protection and
peace.

We pray for those who are ill, or facing difficulties: may they find
hope in the cross of Christ, and be strengthened by the knowledge
of your love.

Lord, accept our prayers, and be with us now and forever. Amen
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“For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people. Before
they call, | will answer; while they are still speaking, | will hear. Is

65:22-24
MINISTRY OF GOD’S HOUSE
SYWELL AND OVERSTONE — APRIL
Date Welcomers Readers Intercessors | Refreshments
4" Easter
Mears
Ashby
10am
11M Sharon Hampton June
Morning Sheila I\EAZOO:ZZ nlggggl Margaret Courtmayne
. . u
Worship Nicholson John 20:24-31 Welch
1lam
Sywell
180 Richard Harris
Holy June Psalm 30 Audrey Fuller | Sheila
. Audrey Fuller .
Communion | Courtmayne , Nicholson
John 3:1-21
11lam
Overstone
25™ All Age David Hanley
Worship Neil and Psalm 23 Sunday Pauline Bailey
10am Sarah AblgalllBarford group
) John 1:30-51
Overstone Botterill
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MINISTRY OF GOD’'S HOUSE ALL SAINTS APRIL
Welcomers Readers _ectionary
A™ Easter | Mrs. K. Stockdale | Mr.D. Pierpoint Exod14: 10 - end
10.00am | Mrs. S. Corke Mrs. S. Corke John 20: 1- 18
11" Callis Family Mr. P. Corke Exod 15: 20 - 21
9.30am Mr.G. Cracknell John 20: 24 - 31
18™ Mr. P. York Mr. W. Walker Psalm 30
8.00am Mr. P. York John 3:1-24
Apr. 25"
May 2" | Mrs. S. Corke |Mr. D. Atkinson Gen 22:1-18
6.00pm Mrs. S. Corke John4:1-41
Altar Cleaners | Refreshments | Sacristans
Flowers Rota
4" Mrs. J. Easter
EASTER | Stockdale Refreshments
11" Mrs. R. Mrs. J. Mrs. C. Watts
Britton Stockdale
Mrs. V.
Nichols
18" Mrs. R. Mr. D.
Britton Pierpoint
25" 27 Mrs. R. The P.C.C., the Vicar and
Callis Churchwardens take this
Mrs. H. opportunity, as the A.P.C.M.
Cracknell |arrives, once more to thank all
May Mrs. M. those who strive to brighten All
2nd Barker Saints fabric and decoration
each week and month
IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED
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THE PARISH PUMP  April

APCM All Saints Mears Ashby 7.30pm sThu 1l
Walk of Witness Overstone to Hardwick 10.002 F
Meditation St. Leonard, Hardwick Opm 2.Fri@
Film& Discussion St. Nicholas, Overstone 7E30@M

Coffee Morning Village Hall, Mears Ashby 10.G@&h S
Whist Drive Village Hall, Mears Ashby 7.BapniP

APCM Village Hall, Hardwick 8.00pm Tue 13
Christianity Expld St. Nicholas, Overstone.30pm 7 Wed %4
Lunch Club Overstone Manor Noon 5h Thu 1l
APCM St. Nicholas, Overston 11.00am  Sun 18
Art Exhibition Village Hall, Mears Ashby th/ 2924

Study Groups
2rd and ® WednesdayHHardwickHouse 8.00pm 01933 405506

Thursdays Ladies
Christianity Explored  Sywell 12 noon 01604 647343

Thursdays Men’s Grougsywell 8.00pm 01604 499086
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from MEARS ASHBY — Keith Brown

early, as this ‘mag was about to be put to print, for

the dailies (March 13™) were extolling the National
Trust’s enterprise in giving bottles of fresh air to help
‘stressed’ folk in towns to relax for some ten minutes...

Q PRIL FOOL’'S day would appear to have come

Meantime, have you had your Weetabix yet? Because, at
this Springtime, when generally the prevailing wind settles
in the North quarter, the delicious olfactory scent of
toasting cornflakes will, both early morn and late evening,
drift towards this village carried, some five miles cross
country from the Burton Latimer complex. Certainly one
could bottle the delicious breeze to allow town dwellers to
de-stress. Even, perhaps, giving Billing residents a break
from the overpowering local treatment plant whiffs.

ET April's days have far more import than a smidgeon

of trapped zephyrs, as Easter bursts upon us. Good
Friday - 2" - will see walkers joining the Witness Walk -
10.00am- which will trace the Overstone - Hardwick, via
Sywell and Ashby route, with the afternoon Meditation
service (2.30pm). The Easter story continues with Film
and discussion in St. Nicholas church, Overstone, at
7.30pm. Easter service at All Saints, is at 10.00am .

O, as we settle down after the festival known as

Eastertide, up to Whitsunday - for the whole
Ecclesiastical calendar moves to fit in with
Easter, we now prepare for our A.P.C.M. @
wherein all the ‘nitty - gritty’ business of All —
Saints is put before all and sundry - so if you have any
guestions just come along to the church at 7.30pm on
Thursday 1 *. Election of officers and serving committee
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Is to be dealt with - and if you feel you might be able to
bring a new breath of knowledge, then this evening is the
time. Queue here!

Then the services behind us, the eaten Easter eggs,
chocolate ‘bunnies’ and the persons cooking the Easter
repast collapse with the warm feeling that our most
important festival of the church’s year has brightened the
year ahead

IN SICKNESS and in SADNESS

S EVERY day the sun creeps higher bringing Our

Lord's warmth to us all, we carry prayers for any who
lack well-being in these Easter Times. May they and also
those who care for them, be blessed with the stillness and

patience of God's balm.
We pray particularly for Jim Tebbutt , who '@
Is undergoing medication, again, in N.H.S. @

Last month we carried the obituary

concerning Geoff Hall. Sadly we now know that his wife
May is nearing the end of her mortal days. Pray for her
and for all who care for her as she slips away, after a long
and happy life.

(Since writing the above we hear that May passed away
peacefully in her sleep on 16" March)

Gentle Father, Hearken to our Prayers.

Mears Ashby, from Ice Age to Space Age
by W.G.Callis
Copies of the village history have now been reprinted

and are available from Richard and Veronica Callis
810207
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ALL SAINTS CENTURY CLUB  Bill Walker

April Draw Winners

No. 18 Margaret Pierpoint 12.00
No. 63 Fritz Grohnert 12.00
No. 87 Mary Blake 12.00

No. 100 Anthony and Susan Harding 12.00
No. 108 Herman and Felicia Mentz 12.00

Congratulations to the above. The winnings will be
carried to the fortunate numbers. Once more we
thank all who support this little enterprise — for who knows
- next time it may be YOU!

MEARS ASHBY W | Diana Milne

February’s snow brought its problems, particularly for
those needing to take the car out at night. No surprise
then, on Thursday the 18th that our speaker thought it
best not to venture out. So the ten members who donned
boots and mufflers and made it to the village hall did not
get to hear about exotic fruits. Instead, in the warmth of
the hall, over tea and biscuits, plans for the forthcoming
birthday party were discussed as were events coming up
in the county that members could sign up for.

The next meeting is on Thursday April 15th, when the talk
by Mr Bezzina, will be ‘In search of ice made in heaven'.

19



COFFEE MORNINGS Peter Corke

The coffee mornings continue on the first Saturday in each
Month and are doing well.

The February coffee morning raised £70 and March a
fantastic £137. | think that people had got fed up with the
snow and cold weather and decided at the first glimpse of
sunshine to come and enjoy themselves. Thank you all
very much for coming.

The April Coffee morning will be on Easter Saturday and
will be special with an Easter Egg Tombola and a number
of other stalls as well as a hot cross bun with your coffee.

FETE AND JUNE ROSE DAY Peter Corke

As part of the celebration of the Tri-centenary of the
School the 2010 Church Fete will be combined with the
School June Rose Day, and will be held in the School
Grounds and field on Saturday June 26 ™. There will be
all the usual stalls plus a lot more. The Event will be
kicked off with a procession through the village of the June
Rose King and Queen together with as many of the past
Kings and Queens as possible. The planning has already
started and more details will follow at a later date.

Raffle tickets for the event will be on sale before the event
and will be obtainable from members of FOMAS, the
Governors and the PCC.
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NEWS FROM MEARS ASHBY SCHOOL

We have had a month of travelling around
Northamptonshire and welcoming people to our school.

Class 1, our youngest children, went to Rockingham
Castle as part of their Castles study of learning. Although
the wind nearly blew them away into the surrounding fields
of Leicestershire, they had an exciting morning standing in
a tower pretending to be a soldier and discovering life
inside a castle.

Some of the children’s comments:

“We got to walk around the castle. It was cold outside”.
“We got to try nice helmets. It was good. They were quite
heavy”.

The children learnt that, “The church was almost the same
as our Church. The glass windows had pictures in them”.
“They did have a portcullis. There are holes init and it is
made out of metal. It keeps enemies out.”

Class 2 welcomed a visitor from Kettering Manor Museum
who came armed with boxes of artefacts as part of a study
of “The Romans in Britain’ It was a fantastic opportunity for
the children to become ‘detectives’. They were able to see
and handle objects, as well as ask questions.

“Some of the stuff was 2000 years old.”

The children understood that, “We had to be careful,
because when it's gone, it's gone for ever.”

The children will be ending the study with a Roman Day
when they will dress up. The classroom will become a
Roman settlement and they will be in role for the day.

Class 3, our eldest children, travelled to the Derngate
Theatre to listen to a children’s concert by the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra. The children enjoyed the
experience of listening to many instruments playing at the
same time.
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“It wasn’t how | imagined it would be. It was really fun
because we got to join in with dancing and singing.”

“A brilliant experience. There were lots of different styles
of music.”

“It was fun. | have never seen an orchestra before and |
thought it would be really loud but it was relaxing.”

“l enjoyed the part where we chose which instrument
would play.”
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All Saints Mears Ashby PCC

APRIL 3™
THE COFFEE MORNING
1S

AN EASTER BAZAAR

IN MEARS ASHBY VILLAGE HALL
TIME :- 10am to 12am

COME AND HAVE A FREE HOT CROSS
BUN AND A CUP OF COFFEE/TEA
MEET PEOPLE AND HAVE A CHAT.
And visit our stalls

EASTER EGG TOMBOLA

BRING AND BUY BOOKS FUDGE
SPECIALITY CARDS AND STATIONERY
ITEMS o»
& RAFELE
ALL WELCOME

NO CHARGE BUT DONATIONS ACCEPTED
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24" & 25th April
Mears Ashby Village Hall

In Aid of the Northamptonshire and
Warwickshire Air Ambulance

We hope you enjoy this exhibitior
Enquiries to: Shirley Corke 01604 810557

- >

Refreshments will be available in the Village Hall
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from HARDWICK — Milly Martin

Jesus Lives! No longer now
Can thy terrors death appal us;
Jesus Lives! By this we know
Thou O grave cannot enthral us.
Alleluia

April comes with the first Sunday, 4™, being the Glorious
Festival of Easter. At Hardwick, we celebrate the Risen
Christ with Holy Communion at 8.00am. This is The Day
that Jesus defied Death on the Cross and rose triumphant
so that we who accept Him as our Saviour can have
eternal life.

A HOLY AND BLESSED EASTER TO ALL

Of course, there could be no Easter without Good Friday
and a Walk of Witness will leave Overstone at 10am
stopping briefly at Sywell and Mears Ashby for prayers,
when others can join the walk to Hardwick where a simple
lunch of soup, bread and hot cross buns will be waiting, so
we must hope that the weather will be kind and there not
be too much rain. After lunch, a time of meditation and
prayer will be held in the church for those who wish to
stay.

The PANCAKE PARTY AND BEETLE DRIVE HELD on
Shrove Tuesday was a very popular event with a full hall.
A large amount of pancakes were consumed and enjoyed
by us all and it was good to see many friends from the
Benefice joining in the Beetle game organised by Tony.
Thanks must go to the ladies who made the pancakes;
those who served and cleared away; those who ran the
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raffle; those who gave prizes and to Tony for the Beetle
Game. Thank you all. The amount raised was £177 for
church funds.

The meeting held to arrange social occasions to support
the church was very productive in that several events
were finalised with positive fixtures. The Fete this year, on
22" May, will again have the Photograph Competition so
all you would-be professionals get your cameras working.
Cream Teas will also be on the menu as well as all the
other usual stalls and attractions.

Also, this year there will be a BBQ at Hardwick House on
Sunday 20" June and a Pudding Evening at the Old
Rectory on 27" August. Please remember to put these
dates in your diaries.

The mowing season will have started by the time these
notes are published. All those who mow will have had
their dates, but a reminder will be in this magazine.

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place on
Tuesday 13" April at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. This
meeting is for everyone to come along to have their say in
the running of the church. Wardens and other officers
have to be elected and it would be good to see some new
faces in these roles. We have 22 names on the Church
Electoral Roll ; please make an effort to come to this
meeting — THE CHURCH NEEDS YOU!

PRAYER CARE We continue to keep in our prayers all
those who are in need of God’s comfort, for the sick, the
needy and those who mourn. We pray that Chris Burnett
will find fulfilment in her chosen calling and give thanks for
answered prayers.
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4™ April

18" April
25" April

3/4 April

10/11 April
17/18 April
24/25 April

CHURCH CLEANING ROTA

EASTER DECORATORS &
VOLUNTEERS

Milly Martin and Deanne Mills
Lynda Denny and Sue Butler

MOWING ROTA

Village Green Churchyard
Mike Belk Fred Dryden
Billy Chudley John Furness
Chris Denny Paul Mather
Ebbe Dineson Peter Miller

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:-

WALK OF WITNESS — Friday 2™ April — If you feel you
are unable to walk we would be pleased to see you for a
light lunch in Hardwick Village Hall prior to the Meditation
Service in Church. Please let either Jackie or Milly know if
you are coming for catering purposes.

APCM — Tues 13" April — Hardwick Church Hall — 8 p.m.

HARDWICK FETE — Saturday May 22" — 2 p.m.
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‘Why leave such a beautiful village?’  Judith Jeffery

This is the question we have been asked numerous times
over the past few weeks. The answer is our love of
London and a burning desire to make a direct impact on
people’s lives.

In my case it is to work with a community of men who are
experiencing the various stages of moving on to
independent living having been homeless on the streets of
the Capital.

We always planned to retire to London but my successful
treatment for breast cancer a couple of years ago left me
feeling that my life had been spared for a specific reason.
We know that no one is guaranteed tomorrow and so
living for today in our case meant freeing ourselves up
from the albeit very worthwhile jobs we were doing to
make ourselves available for whatever it was God wants
us to do. This is possibly the biggest step of faith we have
ever taken as giving up secure jobs and putting our house
on the market in the middle of a recession is very rash in
human terms. Throughout the process, however, we have
felt calm and completely in God’s hands. We have
particularly felt the strength and support of the prayers
offered by the Hardwick/Mears Ashby house group which
has become a source of love and inspiration for me in the
last eighteen months. | know that the wider church family
have been praying for us also and | would like to thank
you for this.

My job appointment is to a Christian-run resettlement
community in Westminster. My role is skills co-ordinator
which means | am responsible for setting up and where
appropriate, delivering education and training to the 108
male residents. They live in flats provided for up to two
years during which time they are guided and supported
towards independent living. | will be able to use my
teaching skills as well as my experience of working with
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vulnerable families and in more recent times training in
education to full effect in this role.

| am extremely excited and also very humble that God has
opened up this opportunity for me. | know in so many
ways it will be extremely challenging and yet working with
and making a difference to homeless people is something
| have wanted to do for many years. The second chapter
in our inspiring study guide ‘Approaching the Passion’
entitled ‘Only Your Will, Lord’ explains ‘What God does in
the lives of people who are praying, in bringing them in
line with His will, is one of His miracles here in this world.’
In confidence we wait for the openings to come for lan
also. He is attending interviews and meetings with people
and we are confident that God will reveal the specific plan
for his life also.

Leaving the village; our wonderful friends, neighbours and
family memories is not easy emotionally but we thank God
for all that Hardwick and the Christian community here
have meant to us as we leave our future in God’s hands.
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from SYWELL AND OVERSTONE -
Maureen Coles

Sywell & Overstone made the decision at their last PCC
meeting no longer to participate in the benefice
magazine. After numerous Benefice meetings when the
magazine has been discussed with nothing acted upon
now is the time to take the plunge.

If anyone wishes to advertise events in the Sywell &
Overstone Village magazine please contact Miriam
haguefam@tiscali.co.uk.
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The Earls Barton Help Scheme -
01604 812526

The scheme can be used to take anybody in Earls
Barton, Mears Ashby and the surrounding district to
Doctors’ surgeries, Dentists, Medical centres, Hospitals;
locally or even as far as Oxford.

There is a fixed rate of charges depending on where you
live and where you want to go and each driver will have
a list. The charge can be paid in cash or, if you are in
receipt of Wellingborough Council Travel Tokens, these
can also be used.

To book a journey you should ring the above number,
you will normally get an answerphone and you should
leave a message giving your name and address, where
you want to go, the date and time of your

appointment, your telephone number and any particular
requirements, eg. If you are in a wheel chair etc.

A driver will arrive on the due date early enough to get

you to your appointment on time. You will NOT be rung
back unless there is a problem with your journey.
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Wardington Court, Northampton

Darsdale Home Caring for people with sight and
sight/hearing difficulties

Chelveston Road, Raunds, Northants NN9 6DA

for half a century a centre of excellence for the care of people with
sight and sight/hearing difficulties.

Situated on the outskirts of the small Northamptonshire town of
Raunds, in a prime residential area. Darsdale prides itself on
providing “home from home” comforts with the minimum of
restrictions on its residents. Permanent, Respite and day care
accommodation is provided.

Providing information and support to the very many
visually impaired people and their carers within the
community, the Mobile Information Unit will be situated at
the following location

ro #

1.15pm - 2.30pm

BALL BY BALL COMMENTARY FOR THE BLIND

AVAILABLE AT ALL 1% class matches at NORTHANTS
COUNTY GROUND. Between APRIL and SEPTEMBER

FREE RECEIVERS AVAILABLE AT CLUB SHOP
CONTACT JOHN WOOD at NAB on 01604 716044
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ADVERTISING

We need to generate more money from the Benefice magazine
through advertisements. If you know of, own or have a great say
in the finances of any company, however small, that would consent
to take advertisement space for a year, please let me know.

Costs for 10 copies from April to March in each year are:
£36 PER HALF PAGE
£60 PER FULL PAGE

This represents very good value as our circulation (approximately
270) is throughout Hardwick, Mears Ashby, Sywell and Overstone
together with small outlying pockets of communities.

Please e-mail your copy to Kate Payne
kmagedit-ben@yahoo.co.uk
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W&H PEACOCK

[ | AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS Established 190,

Auction Every Saturda

Viewing Friday 8.30am - 8pm and morning of sale from Yam

« House Clearance & Collections

« Regular Valuation Days

« Monthly Antique & Collectors’ Auction
+ Frequent Specialist Auctions

« Valuation for Insurance, Probate,
Family Division and Commercial

Wi Peacock auction szles have beer a regulas
atlmiction in Bedlord since %01, with the salercarm
crowded and people eager 1o bic for the wide vanisty

ol poods going under the harmmer [ or mary avid s e
followers, it's the longest running snow 10 Town! So \

rext week why not try something completely differer f:;l’ -
and expensnce the thrill of a ~e2al auction sale — but
beware you may got hooked,

FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED

b, H‘"‘-"’

R 3 :-I'; .
N5 )

g

SALEROOMS IN BEDFORD - ST NEQOTS - LEAMINGTON S5PA
26 Newnham Street, Bedford, MK40 3]R
01234 266 366 info@peacockauction.co.uk

www.peacockauction.co.uk
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Diamond Dog Wash & Cuts
Grooming Service

Helen O’Sullivan
Fully Insured & NPTC 2 Qualified

Flexible appointments available

Call (01604) 644124 or 07950 830204
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PERKY PLANTS
www.perkyplants .co.uk

Grow your own with our vegetable plants, seed
potatoes, onion sets etc. We also have a range of
ornamental bedding, herbs, perennials and shrubs.

All at reasonable prices.

Telephone 01604 811960
Mobile 07740202812/3

36



HAYESWOOD LANDSCAPES

Specialising in Commercial Grounds Maintenance
Spraying and Long Term Weed Control
Fencing
Hedge and Tree Planting
Pruning
Grass Cutting
Turfing

Office address: 106 Overstone Road, Sywell,
Northampton NN6 OAW

Tel/fax 01604 645885

Mobile 07986 138649

e-mail [emblason@btinternet.com

Works address: Hayes Lodge Farm, Sywell,
Northampton NN6 OBB

THE ROYAL OAK, WALGRAVE
NN9 6PN

Traditional Village Pub serving home-cooked food

Wide range of traditional Real Ales
Cosy, friendly atmosphere
Function Room with bar available

MID-DAY SPECIAL MENU

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
2 COURSES £6.95 3 COURSES £8.95

Telephone 01604 781248
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MASON PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

ALAN MASON

108 Ecton Lane,

Sywell,
NORTHAMPTON NN6 0BB

Tel/fax 01604 493640
Mobile 07752 275248

Gas Safe Registered

O

Registered with the Institute of Plumbing

PAUL SMITH

Carpenter, Joiner and Cabinet Maker
Fitted Kitchens and Bedrooms
All Home Improvements

Qs

126 Overstone Road,
Sywell,
Northampton NN6 OAW
01604 644343
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L. BATCH

Builder Carpenter Joiner
Property Repairs and alterations
Electrical Work

Fitted Kitchens and Bathrooms

The sign of
building quality

18 Stonelea Road
Sywell, Northampton

Tel. 01604 645162
Fax. 01604 671270
Mob. 07860 587331

PETER PATEMAN LANDSCAPES LIMITED

www.patemanlandscapes.co.uk

Design, Patios, Decking, Fencing Pergolas,
Water Features, Turfing
- and much more.

For a free quotation and professional service
contact Peter
Telephone 01933 222730
Mobile 07711 274877
e-mail ppateman@btinternet.com
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MARK J YATES
PAINTING & DECORATING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE

Member of the Guild of Master Craftsmen
FREE ESTIMATES

PHONE: 01604.648838
MOBILE: 07740 456891
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HARDWICK VILLAGE HALL

Hire charges
£7.00 per hour (includes heating and use of kitchen )

Daily Rate £45.00
Booking Secretary
Tony Edwards

13 Hardwick
01933 673163
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MEARS ASHBY VILLAGE HALL

available for parties, functions, classes, meetings etc.
HIRE CHARGES
village residents £10 per hour
Non-residents £12 per hour

(prices inclusive of heating and kitchen facilities)

All organisations with regular bookings have rates
agreed in advance with the Committee.

For further information or to book the hall please contact
Mrs. Caroline Napier
16 Bakehouse Lane,
Mears Ashby

01604 812376
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SYWELL VILLAGE HALL

Available for parties, classes and meetings. Next to the
church’ convenient for wedding and christening parties.
Off road parking.

Sywell residents £8.50 per hour
Non-residents £10.00 per hour
Daily rates from £75—£100.
Regular bookings by arrangement.

Booking Secretary: Relief key holder
Barbara Thompson Miriam

66 Overstone Road, 01604 647916
Sywell

01604 644779
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OVERSTONE VILLAGE HALL

Suitable for classes, clubs, meetings, parties etc.
Residents of Sywell and Overstone £7.00 per hour
Non-residents £8.00 per hour (includes use of the kitchen)
Daily rate from £50.

For booking or further information telephone 01604
491953

Emergency key holder : Lotti Sanders 01604 644668
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BENEFICE DIRECTORY
Vicar: Revd Duncan Beet 01604 812907
Parish Evangelist: Mrs Debbie Grant 01604 494004
Children’s Worker Mrs Tracy Barford 07946 676 773

All Saints (Mears Ashby)

Churchwardens:  Mr Aubrey Payne 01604 810090
Mr Peter Corke 01604 810557

Secretary: Mrs Kate Payne 01604 810653

Treasurer: Mr Peter York 01604 810579

St Leonard (Hardwick)
Churchwardens: Mrs Jackie Prime 01933 677677
Mrs Amelia Martin 01933 678422

Deputies: Mrs. Liz Hill 01933 675032
Mr. Tony Edwards 01933 673163
Secretary: Mrs Lynda Denny 01933 405506

Treasurer: Mrs Dianne Mills 01933 678596/677843

Ss Peter and Paul (Sywell) & St Nicholas (Overstone )
Churchwardens:  Mr Douglas Muir 01604 499086
Mr Richard Harris 01604 648203

Deputies: Mrs Maureen Coles 01604 494160

Mrs Margaret Welch01604 582957
Secretary: Mrs Louise Ward 01604 648995
Treasurer: Mr Tom Salvesen 01604 647449

Magazine Editorial Team
Acting Editor: Mrs Kate Payne 01604 810653
Local Editors:

Mears Ashby Mr Keith Brown 01604 810228

Hardwick Mrs Amelia Martin 01933 678422

Overstone Mrs Audrey Fuller 01604 491277

Sywell Mrs Jay Vann 01604 643452
Advertisement

Secretary: Mrs Maureen Coles 01604 494160
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MEETING DATES

Mears Sywell
Ashby and Hardwick | MOSH | Benefice | Team | Home Deanery
PCC |Overstone PCC Group Synod
PCC Leaders
Apr 1 18" 13" 20" 28"
APCM APCM APCM
May 27" 18" 13™ All
Saints
W’boro
Jun 16" 15"
Jul ? 7" ? 27" 20" 4™ Deanery
TBC TBC Service
Aug
Sep 15™ 21°% 29" 23"
OCt 7 th 6th 7th 26th 19th
Nov 17" 16" 15"
Dec 21
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